
DORIS RADIATA. 

Character Genericus. 

Corpus repciis, oblongum, fubtus planum. 

Os antice fubtus. 

A?ius pollice, fupra cinclus ciliis. 

Tentacula duo, fupra corpus antice, intra fora¬ 

mina rctradtilia. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 1083. 

Character Specificus, &c. 

DORIS ex argenteo ca:rulea, fubtus alba, papillis 

lateralibus fafciculato-radiatis. 

DORIS RADIATA. 

' Lin. Sjpl. Nat. Gmel, p, 3105. 

Ad qiiam familiam revera pertineat marinum hoc 

animal difficile eft primo vifu pro certo ftatuere; 

mira adeo ei et ambigua eft facies. Generi tamen 

Doris conjuncTiius videtur quam alii alicui, in quo 

etiam ordinatur a Gmelinio, in aiicftiore fua editione 

Syftematis Linnaeani. Formae ftngulari acccdit co¬ 

lor pulcherrimus, fcilicet ca-Tuleo-pallens argento 

quaft obduiftus, margine corporis et apicibus omni¬ 

bus tentaculorum fummopere cyaneis. Magna eft 



ei contraftionis vis, unde fit ut ad libitum nunc 

magis, nunc minus, extenfum videatur. Longitudo 

communis unciam paulo fuperat. Oftenditur ani- 

fnal in tabula paulo auftum microfcopio, ut variee 

partes dilucidius appareant. Ut folent plcraque 

hujus generis, vel innatat fummo mari, vel prope 

fuperficiem. Confpicitur praecipue in oceano Indies 

occidentalis. 
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THE 

RADIATED DORIS. 

Generic Character. 

Body repent, oblong, flat beneath. 

Mouth placed below, towards the anterior end. 

Vent behind, lutrounded by a fringe. 

Bentacula two, feated on the upper part of the 

body in front, retradtile. 

Specific Character^ &c. 

SILVER-BLUE DORIS, white beneath, with 

lateral extenfile radiato-fafciculated papillae. , 

DORIS RADIATA. 

Lin. Nat. Gmel. p. 3105. 

Phil. Lranf. Vol. 53. p.57. t.3.. 

So very fingular is the appearance of this curious 

marine animal, that at firft view it is not eafy to 

guefs to what tribe of beings it fhould with the 

greateft propriety be referred. The genus, however, 

to which it feems mod: nearly allied, and in which 

it is placed in the enlarged edition of the Syftema 

Naturae, by Dr. Gmelin, is that of Doris. Thp 



Angularity of its form is equalled by the elegance 

of its color, which is a beautiful pale blue, with a 

glofs of filver, while the margin of the whole body, 

and the tips of all the procefles w'ith which it is be- 

fct are of the richeft deep blue. It polTefles a high 

degree of mufcular power, and appears occafionally 

in various ftatcs of contradion and extenfion. Its 

general length is fomewhat more than an inch, the 

figure being flightly magnified, in order to Ihew the 

feveral parts with a greater degree of diftincfinefs. 

Like others of this genus it fwims principally on or 

near the furface of the fea, and is chiefly found in 

the Weft-Indian ocean. 


